
BLANCHE LEMCO VAN GINKEL CM, FRAIC, RPP, RCA, Hon.FAIA, FCIP  
 

B. Architecture McGill University 1945 
M. City Planning Harvard University 1950 

 

MEMBERSHIPS IN PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES 

Fellow, Royal Architectural Institute of Canada 
Life Member, Ontario Association of Architects 
Life Member, Toronto Society of Architects 
Royal Canadian Academy of Arts 
Retired Member, Canadian Institute of Planners 







https://pioneeringwomen.bwaf.org/blanche-lemco-van-ginkel/
https://pioneeringwomen.bwaf.org/blanche-lemco-van-ginkel/
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http://www.vieuxmontreal.ca/en/blog/blanche-lemco-van-ginkel-the-woman-who-saved-old-montreal/
http://www.vieuxmontreal.ca/en/blog/blanche-lemco-van-ginkel-the-woman-who-saved-old-montreal/
http://www.canadianarchitect.com/architecture/mcgill-university-awards-blanche-lemco-van-ginkel-
https://www.pressreader.com/canada/montreal-gazette/20120922/281814281069114
https://www.pressreader.com/canada/montreal-gazette/20120922/281814281069114
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In "En Chantier, The Collections of the Canadian Centre for Architecture 1989-1999". 

In "Civic Visions, World's Fairs", pub. Canadian Centre for Architecture, 1993. 

In "Canadian Motoristç:, June 1978, "Queens of the Road". 

In æMoving in Citiesç. Brian Richards 1976 

"New Patterns for a Metropolis", Architectural Forum, Oct.1971 

In æEkisticsç Vol.33, No.194, January 1972. æMovement in Midtown: New York City.ç 

Student work in the Royal Architectural Institute of Canada Journal in 1940és. 

Also in Toronto Star, Montreal Star, Montreal Gazette, New York Times, New York Magazine, 

New Yorker, Winnipeg Free Press, Regina Leader Post; Canadian Architect, Progressive 

Architecture, Architectural Record, l'Architecture d'Aujourdhui, Architectural Design. 

 

EXHIBITIONS 

Of work in van Ginkel Associates: 

Plan for a Park, at Kroeller-Mueller Museum, Otterloo, Netherlands, 1959; and in Tokyo, Japan, 1960. 

Proposals for "Le Vieux Montréal" at Place Ville Marie, Montréal, 1963. 

Movement in Midtown, in New York City, 1973. 

The Ginkelvan, International Transportation Exhibition, Washington, D.C. 1973; 

The Ginkelvan in Rockefeller Plaza, New York 1973. 

In Royal Canadian Academy of Arts touring exhibition,, "Spectrum Canada", 1975/76.  

Model of first Expo 67 proposal. (1962), at Canadian Centre for Architecture, Montreal, 1993 

Model of first Expo 67 proposal in "The Collections of the CCA, 1989-1999", at the CCA. 1999. 

Several works in æThe 60ésMontr®al Thinks Bigç at the Canadian Centre for Architecture, Montreal 2004-05. 

In æPenser Tout Haut/Faire léArchitectureç at Centre de Design, Universit® du Qu®bec à Montréal, Feb. 2010; at 
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Drawings Working" (Piccaluga) 1982; "Morden Yolles", 1981; "Arthur Erickson", 1987; "Patkau, 

Architects", 1991, "Connaître/Reconnaître LeCorbusier", 1987. 

Initiated and responsible for programme of circulating exhibitions to Canadian Schools of Architecture 1983 to '92. 

ADDRESSES/LECTURES 

 

Panel, æHealthy Communities, Women in the Forefrontç, RAIC Convention, Toronto 2007 

Opening address, æMetropoles en France et au Canada, Colloque Franco-Canadien Blanche Lemco van 

Ginkelç at Institut déAm®nagement R®gional, Universit® Paul C®zanne Aix-Marseille November 2005. 

Video for the exhibition æThe 60és Montr®al Thinks Bigç at the CCA, Montreal 2004-05. 

Lecture, "Slowly, Surely -- and Finally", FALD, U. of Toronto March 2004 

Seminar on the Arctic, Faculty of Architecture, Landscape and Design, U. of Toronto March 2004 

Panelist, Women in Architecture, RAIC/OAA Convention, Toronto, 2003. 

On women in architecture with Annmarie Adams at the Canadian Centre for Architecture May 2001. 

æNew York Cityç, Virginia Polytechnic Institute 2000 

"Culture and Architecture", Toronto Society of Architects, 1998 

Panel on Education, Gropius/Hudnut Symposium, GSD Harvard, May 1997 

"Translation", LeCorbusier Symposium, GSD and Carpenter Center, Harvard, October 1996. 

"Saving the Old City of Montreal", International Union of Women Architects, Budapest, September 1996. 

Commencement Address, School of Architecture, SUNY, Buffalo, May 1996. 

On CIAM and Team X, School of Architecture, Cooper Union, New York, March 1996. 

"Early Canadian Women in Architecture", Virginia Tech, October 1995 

Panelist, "A Decade of Commitment", International Archive of Women in Architecture, Oct. 1995 

Panelist, "Women's Contribution 
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Toronto, 1982 

"Urban Image", Ball State University, Indiana, 1982 

Panel Chairman: "Specialization vs Generalization", ACSA, Quebec, 1982 

"Canadian Architecture", Canadian Perspective Lecture Series, University of Toronto, 1981 

Panel: Urban Design Education, National Endowment of the Arts, San Juan, P.R. 1981 

"Urban Public Spaces", Living Spaces Conference, North York Board of Education, 1981 

"Education for the Architect", Housing for an Aging Population Conference, U. of Toronto, 1980 

Keynote address, "A View of the Middle Years", ACSA Meeting, Carleton University, 1980 

"Coming Home", CHDC Public Lecture Series, University of Guelph, 1980 

"Urban Land Banking", Canadian Council on Social Development, 1976 

"Building under Extreme Climatic Conditions", Habitat Forum, Vancouver, 1976 

"Minimum Energy Systems for Maximum Community Benefit", Third Vail Symposium, 1973 

"The Hidden Creators of the Urban Environment", RAIC/PQAA Annual Convention, 1973 

"Transportation", Ontario Association of Architects Convention, 1973 

"The Architect as Citizen", Province of Quebec Association of Architects Annual Assembly, 1972 

"Planning as Part of the Government Process", McGill University, 1971 

"l'Architecture Fantastique in the Urban Context", RAIC Assembly, 1965 

"Recreation in the City", Parks and Playgrounds Association, Montreal, 1964 

"Land Use and Resource Planning of the Region", CPAC Convention, 1963 

In CBC Television Citizens' Forum series, "Big City", March 1963. 

"l'Esthetique Urbaine". Jour Mondial de l'Urbanisme, Montreal, 1963 

"The City, Automobility or Immobility", Canadian Good Roads Association Convention, 1962 

"The Institution as Generator of Urban Form", Harvard University, 1961 

"Aesthetic Considerations in Community Planning", CPAC Convention, 1961 

"Le Port de Montréal", PQAA Assembly, 1961 

 

SERVICE TO PROFESSION (competition juries, editorships, offices held in associations, etc) 

Architecture Jury, Canada Council for the Arts, 2004. 

Society for the Study of Architecture in Canada Annual Meeting 2000, Programme Committee. 

Honorary Panel, Journal of the Society for the Study of Architecture in Canada, 1997-- 

Examiner, Canadian Architectural Accreditation Board, 1995 

Harvard Graduate School of Design, Alumni Council 1992-97 

Edited Royal Canadian Academy of Arts Newsletter, 1992 to 2000; contributor 2001- 

Managed Royal Canadian Academy of Arts office 1992-'94. RCA Archivist 1995 - 2001 

Jury, Urban Design Awards, Mississauga 1991 

International Review Board, Environments, pub. University of Waterloo, 1981 - 1998 

Canada Mortgage and Housing Scholarship Committee 1988-90 

Examiner, National Association of Accrediting Boards, Washington, 1985-90 

Association of Collegiate Schools of Architecture: Board of Directors 1981-84 

Vice-President 1985-86, President 1986-87, Past-President 1987-88 

Joint AIA/ACSA Awards Committee 1987-88 

Founding Board Member, International Archive of Women in Architecture, 1985-2000 

Jury, Sparks Street Mall Competition, Ottawa, 1985 

Canada Museums Construction Corporation, Advisory Committee, 1982-84 

American Society of Landscape Architects, Annual National Awards Jury, Washington, 1982 (pub. 

Landscape Architecture, September 1982) 

"Design for Transportation" Award Jury, US Department of Transportation and National Endowment for 

the Arts, 1981 (pub October 1982) 
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Program Chairman, Urban Design Conference, Institute of Urban Design, 1982, Toronto. 

Assessor for Social Sciences and Humanities Council grants, 1980-1991 

Design Awards Jury, Progressive Architecture, Progressive Architecture, PA, January 1980 

Examiner for Canada Council grants, 1979-89 

Philadelphia Chapter AIA Design Award Jury, 1979 

Registration Board, Ontario Association of Architects, 1978-84 

Canadian Representative, Education Committee, International Union of Architects, Mexico City, 1978 



9 
 

- Central Area Circulation Study nd design for the Montreal Citizens' Committee 1961 

- Study of the Old City of Montréal and Proposals for Rehabilitation, for the City of Montreal, 1962 

- Design of new town for Meadowvale Developments Ltd., Toronto, 1962 

- Planning of Expo '67, Montreal; theme and design guidelines. 

- Planning and design proposals for International Mineral and Chemicals Corp, Esterhazy, Saskatchewan 

- Studies of aviation requirements for Montreal, for Canadian Department of Transportation 1968 

- Design of passenger terminal prototype for Department of Transportation, Canada 

- Feasibility Study for Salvador Airport, in FENCO consortium 1970 

- Transportation and urban design proposals for Midtown Manhattan for the Office of the Mayor, 

New York City, 1970 

- Site planning of the Université du Québec at Trois Rivières, Québec 

- House designs in Montreal and Winnipeg 

- Atlas of the Mackenzie Communities for Canadian Arctic Gas Study, Ltd 1974 

- Study of the communities of the Mackenzie for Canadian Arctic Gas Study Ltd 1975 

- Design of exhibition in China Pavilion, Man and His World, Montreal, 1975 

- Study, Building in the North, 1976 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 

Volunteer for the Canadian Cancer Society, 1994-2009; Multiple Sclerosis Society, 2010. 

Royal Canadian Academy of Arts: 1990 -94, member of Exhibition Committee; curated/installed four 

exhibitions; organized visits of school children; organized visits of the public to artists' studios and 

architects' offices. Council 1992-2000. Executive Committee 1992 - 95 

As a volunteer, 1992 to 1994, was secretary and administrator of the RCA office (without any paid 

staff). During this time, took care of the administration of an Annual Meeting in Montreal and was 

solely responsible for organizing an Annual Meeting in Ottawa; reorganized administration of the 

office and records; found new office premises and moved the office; inventoried all art holdings and 

organized the sale of part of the collection; edited and publ
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Conferences/Annual Meetings 

- International Congresses of Modern Architecture (CIAM) 1947, 1953, 1956. Presented work. 

- Philadelphia Planners Association1952-1956. President 19555/56. 

-

https://cwahi.concordia.ca/index.php

